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Editor-in-chief's Words

The practice of teaching innovation in different disciplines has been flourishing in
recent years. Even under the challenges of the COVID-19, university teachers have
continued to provide a better educational environment for students in their own posts.
It is the goal of many teachers to transform the rich connotation of innovative teaching
into academic work. Contemporary Perspectives on General Education has provided a
platform with a good review mechanism, which is expected to make these papers affect
more aspirants and become an important force to promote general education. | would
like to thank all the authors and the reviewers for opening a new chapter in
Contemporary Perspectives on General Education. Thank you!

Your editor-in-chief,

Hui-Feng Chiou
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How to promote cultural revival, local identity and
community building : A report on the experience of
promoting the USR project at the Old Academy

Yen-Kuang Pu

Abstract

Since the General Education Center of Ming Chi University of
Science and Technology implemented the USR plan of the Ministry of
Education in 2017, the field it is responsible for is mainly Mount Tai,
where the school is located, and further links to neighboring areas, such as
Xinzhuang, Wugu, Linkou, etc. The main issues identified in the school’s
plan include four: promoting the core identity of the old shuyuan(? 1) as
the community, discussing environmental issues that local residents care
about, caring for international laborers in the neighboring industrial parks,
and supporting new residents’ families. The first two issues focus on
"community building and the identity of residents", while the last two
issues concern the local disadvantaged groups and hope to provide support.
This paper attempts to illustrate our strategic design and implementation
reflections on four issues, especially feedback and criticism on different
activities in the program, including how should we position ourselves in
the community? How to make a more comprehensive consideration in
terms of strategy? How can the original goal be revised in time before the
change comes? How can we promote more communication within the
school? This paper attempts to illustrate our observations and experiences
on the above-mentioned complex issues, and hope to revise a better
imple mentation strategy

Keywords : Shuyuan MingChi ; USR ; community identity
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Practice of University Social Responsibility (USR) and its
Reflection by Example of Summer Camp for the
Underprivileged Children

Hui-Fang Chiu

Abstract

This essay aims to discuss the process of leading university students into the practice
of university social responsibility (USR) and further the observation as well as the
reflection in the course. The example of Summer Camp 2020 will be taken into a close
examination and analysis in the essay, since the USR practice, in this case, concerns
both planning and launching the summer camp to engage the underprivileged children
with the experiential learning. Moreover, this essay will also detail the challenges the
research team as the camp planner has encountered and the solutions they have figured
out in response. The participating students, under the guidance of their advisor, took the
scientific methodology which featured both interviews and observation based on the
gathered information, and finally reached the conclusions that reflected their in-depth
perception and introspection. The agreed conclusions are listed as follows:

1. The process and progress can be mapped when it comes to planning and launching
summer camp for the underprivileged children. The key to it regards highlighting
the role of the planner. Apart from being camp planner, they are caregivers,
companions, observers, and coordinators as well.

2. Challenges have come up occasionally. Due to the poverty and insufficiency, the
underprivileged children, including those with physical or mental disabilities, found
it hard to deal with pressure. Accordingly, the planner felt stressful when
confronting the enlarging gap between expectation and reality, and meanwhile,
struggling with the extent of meddling.

3. In response to the abovementioned challenges, the accordant solutions have been
brought up. As planner, the research team created the positive atmosphere in
summer camp, adjusted to the needs of those participating underprivileged children,
and resonated to their learning experiences on the rolling basis. The success resided
in three major components: the professional training and split-up of workload
before the planning, the flexible and resilient leadership in the course of launching,
and the thoughtful introspection and rekindling motivation afterwards.

4. With the full exposure to planning and launching the summer camp, the participants
benefit in the following four aspects: professional proficiency, experiential learning
through doing, consolidation of mental resilience, and competence in
communication skills.

Key Words:Underprivileged Children, Experiential Learning, and Summer Camp
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A Good Helper for Activating the Curriculum:
on the Application of Teaching Assistants in the
Information Literacy Curriculum

Hui-Chuan Weng

Abstract

The design of the information literacy course emphasizes learning by doing,
so that students no longer just sit and listen during the class but think,
criticize, and learn through participation in learning activities. The purpose
of this research is to explore the implementation methods and satisfaction
of using teaching assistants in information literacy courses. To learn about
students’ perspectives on teaching assistant attitudes, methods, and
personal characteristics, a questionnaire survey was administered. In the
analysis of qualitative data, students’ learning reflections were used to
analyze and comprehend the impact of teaching assistants’ participation in
course teaching activities. The opinions will provide a reference for
teachers when planning courses. The research results show that more than
90% of the students agree that the teaching assistant has knowledge of the
course, has a positive attitude when giving lessons, interacts well with
students, has good oral expression, can use simple and easy-to-understand
methods to explain, and is willing to share personal learning experience to
reduce students’ learning anxiety and enhance learning confidence.
Moreover, according to the needs of teachers and students, TA assist in the
production of course teaching materials, guides students to use teaching
material resources, and solves the problems encountered by students in
their coursework. In summary, for students, the integration of teaching
assistants into the curriculum can help students solve learning problems;
for teachers, it can reduce the teaching burden and improve teaching
quality; for teaching assistants, they can learn from teaching experience
and self-growth to achieve a win-win goal.

Keywords: teaching assistance, information literacy curriculum,
afterschool tutoring, learning satisfaction
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The study on affective education integrating the
teaching practice of multiple general elective courses

Chien-Ju Lan Li-Ming Hsu

Abstract

Affective education at the university level is one of the areas actively
promoted by the Ministry of Education in recent years. It’s hoped students
will be able to complete the compulsory credits of affective education at
the stage of college education. This article uses four general elective
courses of "Gender Issues", "Marriage and Family", "Life Education" and
"Life and Career" to integrate affective education. Selecting students with
rich information by intentional sampling. Based on the "category-content"
analysis of the narrative research method, the students' reflection and
learning are summarized. The findings were organized into two domains
of themes: "self-understanding and growth" and "enriching the
understanding of the relationship between people and self". The
comprehension and understanding of affective education inspired by the
encounter process of life experience affecting life experience. On the
teaching objectives of the existing general courses, enrich and deepen the
learning of the existing courses, and enhance the diverse learning
connotations and knowledge of students' affective education and affective
relationships.

Keywords: affective education, college students, general education
courses, narrative research method, teaching practice
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Research on R & D and Innovation of Self-made
Teaching Aid ""Four Seasons Magic House™

Li-Min Lin, Chin-Lien Chiu, Ya-Jane Chaung, Xiu-Ping Guan

Abstract

The "Four Seasons Magic House" is a creative teaching aid. The
design is based on the changes of four seasons and folk festivals, and
also based on the development and life experience of children. The
outer layer is surrounded by spring, summer, autumn and winter as its
surroundings, while the inner layer is focus on the representative folk
festivals of four seasons. The work won the second prize in the
national teaching aid competition, For quantitative research, a self-
made teaching aid questionnaire was made to establish reliability and
validity, and then 22 research subjects were invited to fill in the
satisfaction questionnaire after applying the commercially available
teaching aid and the "Four Seasons Magic House". The results showed
that the "Four Seasons Magic House" is significant better than
commercially available teaching aid. Another 30 children and 3
kindergarten teachers were invited to participate this research. After
the trial, 3 kindergarten teachers were asked to fill out the
questionnaire and give suggestions, the teachers highly praised the
teaching aid developed by this research. This study offers discussion
and instructional assistance for future studies.

Keywords: four seasons, folk festivals, teaching aid
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